ASR at Mepham High School

Mrs. Spargifiore    Website: www.mrspargifiore.weebly.com/ E-mail: jspargifiore@bmchsd.org
Our Three-Year Science Research Program

During the course of the three year program, students will develop and refine their science research skills and become an expert in their chosen area of study.  The goal is for students to generate a successful, long-term research project and to hone their public speaking skills.  In addition to these valuable skills, students will also become adept in conducting advanced bibliographical searches of extensive data bases and will create presentations enhanced by PowerPoint graphics.

Sophomores: The goal for sophomores is to select a research topic to pursue first through general articles found in newspapers, magazines and the Internet.  As students advance in their searches they will focus on finding and analyzing scientific journals to supplement and enhance their initial research.  All sophomores will compose a scientific essay that will be entered into the DuPont Essay Challenge and/or the Exploravision competition sponsored by Toshiba.  Students may also complete a research project that can be entered into competitions such as the Long Island Science Congress.  Students are expected to enroll in a summer program to further their research or to assist them in pursuing a new research topic for the coming years.

Requirements:
· A large 3-ring binder w/ dividers (at least one whole package)
· Class meets every other day

· One-on-one meetings with research teacher once every two cycles

· Portfolio must be brought to all meetings with assignments that are due at that meeting

· Meetings begin promptly at the start of the period- failure to show up or showing up unprepared will be significantly reflected in the quarterly average, and continued unpreparedness may result in removal from the program
· 70% of the quarterly grade is based on meeting performance

· Eight hours of research-related work must be completed outside of class and meeting time for every two cycles, and must be logged on the log sheet (10% of quarterly grade is based on successful completion of research class period progress sheets, which indicate the degree to which students are on task) *The remaining 20% per quarter is composed of research related assignments
· 90 hours of summer research MUST be conducted at a research program or in conjunction with a mentor that the student has found and connected with
· Presentation of your research at the Mepham Science Research Symposium to be held in the Spring 2014. Attendance is mandatory and will count as 30% of the 4th quarter grade. This is a SUNY Albany requirement and must be adhered to.
This is a unique course that is enjoyable both for the teacher and the student and is very successful as long as students meet their deadlines and religiously log their hours spent on research outside of the classroom. 

Thank you, I look forward to working with you! -Mrs. Spargifiore
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
By signing below I acknowledge that I have read, understand and agree to the requirements of the ASR course.

________________________     


 ______________________

Student’s signature                          

Parent/guardian’s signature
